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Very Short Answer Questions 

Q.1. What is a janapada? Give example. 

Ans. The term ‘janapada’ is a compound composed of ‘jana’ meaning tribe and ‘pada’ 

meaning foot. Its literal meaning thus is ‘realm territory’ and ‘subject population’. 

Q.2. Describe Varna system under Mahajanapadas. 

Ans. ‘Varna’ means group in Sanskrit. The Indian society got divided into four castes—

Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaishyas and Shudras. 
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Short Answer Questions 

Q.1. How did Mahajanapadas evolve in India? Why did they evolve? 

Ans.  

i. About 2,500 years ago, some Janapadas became more important than others, 
and were formed as Mahajanapads. 

ii. Mahajanapadas were formed to defend their land from rivals. They were 
governed by rulers or rajas each having their own army and capital. 

iii. To become prominent, kings aimed to reflect their prosperity and power by 
fortifying their kingdoms, towns and cities. 

Q.2. Give features of Mahajanapadas. 

Ans.  

i. Each janapada was ruled by a king. 
ii. Income was collected by taxes. 
iii. The villagers were controlled by a headman called Gramini. He reported to the 

king directly. 

Q.3. What do you know about the rulers of Magadha? 

Ans.  

i. Magadha had two very powerful rulers Bimbisara and Ajatshatru, who made all 
efforts to conquer other Janapadas. 

ii. Mahapadma Nanda was another important ruler, who extended his control up to 
North-West part of the subcontinent. 

iii. Rajagriha in Bihar was the capital of Magadha for several years. 
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Long Answer Questions 

Q.1. Describe the agricultural system under the Mahajanapadas. 

Ans. Two major changes were introduced in agriculture around this time which were as 
follows: 

First, it was the rapid use of iron ploughshares. Through iron ploughshares, heavy and 
clayey soil could be turned over better as compared to a wooden ploughshare. It 
increased production of grains. 

Second, people started transplanting paddy. 

Q.2. How did caste system become rigid in later Vedic age? 

Ans. In India, the definition of caste system changed in later Vedic Age. The class 

system got converted into caste system. At the top of the hierarchy were Brahmans, 

who imparted knowledge and wisdom. Second in hierarchy were the Kshatriyas who 

were supposed to be brave and courageous rulers. The third in hierarchy were the 

Vaishyas who contributed to the trade and prosperity of the state. Last in hierarchy were 

the Shudras who were looked down upon as dasas. In post Vedic Age, they were 

known as untouchables who were denied entry into the mainstream. 

Q.3. Describe the political organisation of the Mahajanapadas. 

Ans. The political organisation of the mahajanapadas was organised into two forms—
Monarchy and Republican system. 

Monarchy 

In this system, the king was the head of the state. Kingship was hereditary and king was 
the law-maker. Taxes were collected by the king to maintain a strong army and develop 
the kingdom. 

Republic 

Under this system, state was ruled by an elected chief called Ganapat. This was not 
hereditary. Rulers ruled with the help of the elders of the Kshatriya family. Tax collected 
from people was spent on army for the welfare of its 
citizens. Lichchhavis and Mallas were kingdoms which came under this classification. 

Q.4. Who was Vajjis? What type of rule did they represent? 

Ans.  

i. Vajji was a powerful kingdom with its capital at Vaishali (Bihar). 
ii. It was under a different form of government known as gana or sangha. 
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iii. Sometimes even thousands of them ruled together, each one was known as 
Raja. 

iv. They also had assemblies where decisions were made through debates and 
discussions. 

v. However women, dasas and Kammakaras could not participate in these 
assemblies. 

Q.5. Examine the taxation system under the Mahajanapadas. 

Ans. As the rulers of the mahajanapadas needed huge amount of money, they used to 
collect regular taxes. These included: 

i. One-sixth tax was fixed on crops which was called bhaga or a share. 
ii. Taxes were collected from craftspersons. 
iii. Herders were also expected to pay taxes in the form of animals and animal 

produce. 
iv. Taxes on goods that were bought and sold through trade. 
v. Hunters and gatherers had to provide forest produce to the raja. 

Q.6. On an outline map of India, mark major Mahajanapadas. 

Ans.  
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Hots (Higher Order Thinking Skills) 

Q.1. How was Magadha a major kingdom? Explain. 

Ans.  

i. Magadha became the most important Mahajanapadas in about 200 years. 
ii. Many rivers like Ganga and Son flowed through Magadha. 
iii. This was important for (a) transport (b) water supplies (c) making the land fertile.  
iv. Parts of Magadha were forested. Forests provided wood for building houses, 

carts and chariots. 
v. There were iron-ore mines that could be used for making stronger tools and 

weapons. 

Q.2. Give an account of Alexander the Great. 

Ans.  

i. More than 2,300 years ago, a ruler named Alexander lived in Macedonia in 
Europe. 

ii. He wanted to become a world conqueror. 
iii. He conquered parts of Egypt and West Asia, and came to Indian subcontinent, 

reaching up to the banks of river Beas. 
iv. When he wanted to march further, his soldiers refused. 
v. They were scared of the rulers of India, whom they knew had vast armies of front 

soldiers, chariots and elephants. 
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